In 2006 and 2007 living individuals of Sinanodonta woodiana (Lea 1834) were collected from the eastern part of Romania. These samples represent the first report of this invasive species in the region and indicate that this alien species has colonized the main aquatic basins of Romania.
Sinanodonta woodiana (Lea 1834) is a large size representative of the Unionidae family, with populations distributed in both East and SouthEast Asia. Native distribution areas of this species include the basin of the Amur River, Hanka Lake, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Kampuchea, Thailand and Japan.
S. woodiana was accidentally introduced to Europe, and was first recorded in Hungary in 1984, from material collected in 1980. In Romania, the first three specimens of S. woodiana were collected from fish farms at Cefa -Oradea in 1979 and following identification, the data was published in 1986 (Sárkány-Kiss 1986). In fact, these specimens represent the first examples of this species found in Europe. S. woodiana was subsequently reported from: Caras River, Crisul Alb, Crisul Repede, Crisul Negru and Bega. collected specimens were placed in the Molluscs Collection of the "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History.
These first reports of this species from the eastern part of Romania are further proof that Sinanodonta woodiana has spread within the entire country, colonizing, within twenty years, the most important aquatic basins of Romania. Further studies are necessary to evaluate the impact of this species on the local Unionidae communities with whom it shares the same ecological niche. 
